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The Industry View ïBritish Standards 

Like the friend you love to hate 

History 

Quality 

World Standing

Necessary 

Invaluable 
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Industry View 

So what's the problem? 

Relevance 

Clarity 

Currency 

Appropriateness  

Frustrating ééé.!
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And if thatôs not enough

Answers needed  

Professionals ignored 

To busy for complex paper chaises 

The right tool not available

or canôt be found 
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Constructing Excellence Report 

How do standards reflect the real world

Where are the action areas 

What is needed 

A number of clear recommendations Rethinking Standards

in Construction
Developing the next generation

of Construction Standards

Report of the six industry workshops to 

create

the new approach to UK standardisation

September 2008
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Getting some direction and solutions 

Information and delivery 

Does what it says on the can  

Audience focused 

Designers need design tools

They originate and specify projects  
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What's needed

Relevant clear and useful  

In touch with current practice 

Joined up thinking 

Audience focused 

Cross industry co-operation
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Qualifications 

Misinterpretation of regulations 

Vested interests 

Misplaced enthusiasm or apathy 

Be careful of green wash or other fashions 
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Industry View also 

Emphasis on outcomes  

Need for simple approaches 

Specifiers and designers are the 

focus 

Understand the real needs 

Develop a new delivery system 
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New Committee Structure 

CB- Committee Chairmen  strategy progress and reporting

CB10 Built environment design building design standards guidance

CB20 Structures structural engineering standards

CB30 Construction Products  stuff and things

CB40 Built environment Engineering services standards

CB50 Infrastructure standards for services between buildings

CB60 Building processes  interoperability BIM procurement 

CB70 Facilities management  standards for buildings in use
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But what makes it a problem

Areas of design construction 

Designers need clarity and guidance 

Standards need to be just that 

Designers use standards thatôs the audience

Not many of these apply currently  
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Focus on CB 10, what's going on 

Compliance is mixed 

Often too complex 

Core guidance not clear 

Need for simple approaches 

Proportioned to building type and size 
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CB 10,  solutions 

Not one answer 

Delivery simple clear 

Guides to standards 

Fill the gaps 

Ensure clarity 

Provide practical answers that are usable 


